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Jillian M. Bellovary, Ph.D

Office Address

Department of Physics and Astronomy
Vanderbilt University
6902 Stevenson
VU Station B #351807
Nashville, TN 37235

Contact Information

Phone: (206)-427-0698
Fax: (615)-343-7263

E-mail: jillian.bellovary@vanderbilt.edu
Web: http://vpac00.phy.vanderbilt.edu/∼bellovjm/

Citizenship: USA

Current

Position

Postdoctoral Fellow, Fisk-Vanderbilt Bridge Program, Vanderbilt University
September 2012 - present

Supervisor: Kelly Holley-Bockelmann
Duties: Research involving black hole growth/evolution in cosmological simulations, mentor to
several Bridge students, Bridge steering committee

Previous

Position

University of Michigan October 2010 - August 2012
Postdoctoral Scholar
Supervisor: Marta Volonteri
Duties: Examine black hole seed formation and growth in cosmological simulations

Education University of Washington Fall 2010
Ph.D. in Astronomy
Thesis Title: “The Formation and Evolution of Massive Black Holes in Cosmological Simulations”
Thesis Advisors: Fabio Governato & Tom Quinn

University of Wisconsin-Madison May 2001
B.S. in Astrophysics, Physics and Philosophy (triple major)

Honors NSF Graduate Research Fellow, 2007-2010
Best Physics/Astronomy Oral Presentation, SACNAS 2008
Spitzer Visiting Graduate Student Fellowship, Caltech, 2007-2008
Honors in the Major – Astrophysics, UW-Madison, 2001
Graduated with Distinction, UW-Madison, 2001

Teaching

Experience

Adjunct Faculty, Henry Ford Community College Spring 2012
Instructor of record for Introductory Astronomy class and corresponding lab.

Instructor, U. Washington Summer 2008
Instructor of record for Introductory Astronomy class.

Teaching Assistant, U. Washington Summer 2007
Led 4 night observing runs at the UW 30” telescope for undergraduate research projects.

Teaching Assistant, U. Washington 2004 – 2005
Conducted discussion sections for introductory Astronomy and Solar System courses.

Teaching Assistant, U. Wisconsin-Madison Spring 2004
Conducted discussion sections and labs for an introductory physics course.

U.S. Peace Corps, Gambia College, The Gambia 2001 – 2003
Lectured physics and biology to teacher-trainees during Peace Corps service.

Maria Mitchell Observatory Summer 2000
Taught summer science classes for ages 8-12.
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Preferred

Courses:

Astronomy at all levels, Introductory and Intermediate Undergraduate Physics, Mechanics, Com-
putational Methods

Service &

Outreach

Fisk-Vanderbilt Masters-to-PhD Bridge Program 2012 – present
Mentor and member of the steering committee for program to increase the representation of
minority Ph.Ds in STEM fields

Pre-Major in Astronomy Program (Pre-MAP) 2005 – 2010
Active staff member and mentor for a program to increase diversity in astronomy.

UW Planetarium 2004 – 2010
Presenter for public planetarium shows ∼5 times per year.

Graduate and Professional Student Senate 2009 – 2010
Senator representing the graduate students of the astronomy department.

Graduate Student Advisor 2005 – 2007
Advisor for McNair Scholars and other underrepresented students at the U. Washington Office
of Minority Affairs and Diversity.

Making Connections Mentor 2005 - 2007
Mentor for female underrepresented high school students interested in science.

Students

Mentored:

Undergraduate Students:

Michael Motte (U. Washington, McNair Scholar, English Major)
Marrissa Harrison (U. Washington, Anthropology Major)
Danielle Green (U. Washington, Biology Major)

Graduate Students:

Sandor Van Wassenhove (U. Michigan, PhD Astronomy)
Bryan Demapan (Fisk U., M.A. Physics, now at Texas A&M Science Writing M.A. Program)
Jodie Hawk (Fisk U., now at MTSU Computational Sciences PhD program)
Nicole Sanchez (Fisk U., current)
Glenna Dunn (Vanderbilt U., current)

Invited

Talks

CCAPP Seminar, The Ohio State University February 2015

Astronomy Colloquium, Goddard Space Flight Center February 2015

Physics & Astronomy Colloquium, University of Oklahoma October 2014

Astronomy Colloquium, University of Maryland September 2014

Astro-GR@Atlanta November 2013

STEM GiRLS keynote speech, Columbia State Community College October 2013

Physics Colloquium, Howard University November 2011

Astronomy Theory Seminar, University of Maryland November 2011

Astronomy Seminar, Michigan State University November 2011

Gravitation and Cosmology Seminar,
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee November 2011
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Astronomy Colloquium, University of Wisconsin-Madison November 2011

Physics/Astronomy Colloquium, University of Western Ontario October 2011

Single and Double Black Holes in Galaxies, Ann Arbor, MI August, 2011

Physics Colloquium, University of Denver May 2011

Astrophysics Seminar, Fermilab April 2011

Tea Talk, California Institute of Technology March 2010

Physics Colloquium, Western Washington University May 2009

Professional

Member-

ships

American Astronomical Society

Society for the Advancement of Chicanos and Native Americans
in Science (SACNAS)

Pending

Grants

NSF AAG: Dynamical Triggers of Supermassive Black Hole Growth (PI)
Submitted November 2014
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First

Author

Refereed

Publications

Effects of Inclination on Measuring Velocity Dispersion and Implications for
Black Holes
Bellovary, J. M., Holley-Bockelmann, K., Gültekin, K., Christensen, C., Governato, F., Brooks,
A., Loebman, S., Mushi, F., 2014, MNRAS, 445, 2667

The Relative Role of Galaxy Mergers and Cosmic Flows in Feeding Black Holes
Bellovary, J. M., Brooks, A., Volonteri, M., Governato, F., Quinn, T., Wadsley, J., 2013, ApJ,
779, 136

The First Massive Black Hole Seeds and Their Hosts
Bellovary, J. M., Volonteri, M., Governato, F., Shen, S., Quinn, T., & Wadsley, J., 2011, ApJ,
742, 13

Wandering Black Holes in Galaxy Halos
Bellovary, J. M., Governato, F., Quinn, T.R., Wadsley, J., Shen, S., & Volonteri, M., 2010,
ApJL, 721, 148

The Role of the Radial Orbit Instability in Dark Matter Halo Formation and
Structure
Bellovary, J. M., Dalcanton, J.J., Babul, A., Quinn, T.R., Maas, R.W., Austin, C.G., Williams,
L.L.R., Barnes, E.I., 2008, ApJ, 685, 739

Spectropolarimetric Clues to the Structure and Evolutionary Status of MWC
349A
Meyer, J. M., Nordsieck, K.H., Hoffman, J.L., 2002, AJ, 123, 1639

Other

Refereed

Publications

Black hole accretion versus star formation rate: theory confronts observations
Volonteri, M.; Capelo, P.; Netzer, H.; Bellovary, J.; Dotti, M.; Governato, F.; 2015, in prep

Growing black holes and galaxies: black hole accretion versus star formation
rate
Volonteri, M.; Capelo, P.; Netzer, H.; Bellovary, J.; Dotti, M.; Governato, F.; 2015, accepted
by MNRAS

Growth and activity of black holes in galaxy mergers with varying mass ratios
Capelo, P.; Volonteri, M.; Dotti, M.; Bellovary, J.; Mayer, L.; & Governato, F.; 2015, MNRAS,
447, 2123

Nuclear Coups: Dynamics of Black Holes in Galaxy Mergers
Van Wassenhove, S.; Capelo, P.; Volonteri, M.; Dotti, M.; Bellovary, J.; Mayer, L.; & Gover-
nato, F.; 2013, MNRAS, 439, 474

Black Holes in the Early Universe
Volonteri, M., & Bellovary, J., 2012, Reports on Progress in Physics, 75, 124901

Milky Way Tomography IV: Dissecting Dust
Berry, M., Ivezić, Ž., Sesar, B., Jurić, M., Schlafly, E., Bellovary, J., et al.; 2012, ApJ, 757, 166

Observability of Dual AGN in Merging Galaxies
Van Wassenhove, S.; Volonteri, M., Mayer, L., Dotti, M., Bellovary, J., & Callegari, S.; 2012,
ApJL, 748, 7

SMBH Formation Via Gas Accretion in Nuclear Stellar Clusters
Davies, M. B.; Miller, M. C.; & Bellovary, J.M.; 2011, ApJL, 740, 42
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Growing Massive Black Hole Pairs in Minor Mergers of Disk Galaxies
Callegari, S.; Kazantzidis, S.; Mayer, L.; Colpi, M.; Bellovary, J. M.; Quinn, T.; Wadsley, J.,
2011, ApJ, 729, 85

Star Formation and Feedback in SPH Simulations II: Resolution Effects
Christensen, C., Quinn, T., Stinson, G., Bellovary, J., Wadsley, J., 2010, ApJ, 717, 121

The nature of HI absorbers in GRB afterglows: clues from hydrodynamic simu-
lations
Pontzen, A., Deason, A., Governato, F., Pettini, M., Wadsley, J., Quinn, T., Brooks, A.,
Bellovary, J., & Fynbo, J. , 2010, MNRAS, 402, 1523

A Large, Uniform Sample of X-Ray-emitting Active Galactic Nuclei from the
ROSAT All Sky and Sloan Digital Sky Surveys: The Data Release 5 Sample
Anderson, S. F., Margon, B., Voges, W., Plotkin, R. M., Syphers, D., Haggard, D. Collinge,
M.J., Meyer, J.M., Strauss, M.A., Agüeros, M. A., et al. 2007, AJ, 133, 313

Unrefereed

Conference

Proceedings

& Abstracts

Poster: How Galaxy Orientation Affects Measurements of Bulge Velocity Dis-
persion and the Consequences for the M-Sigma Relation
Bellovary, J.M., Holley-Bockelmann, K., Christensen, C., Brooks, A., Governato, F., 2014,
AAS Meeting 223, 453.04

Oral: The Formation and Evolution of Massive Black Holes in Cosmological
Simulations
Bellovary, J.M., Governato, F., Quinn, T., Volonteri, M., 2011, AAS Meeting 217, 128.01

Proceeding: Fossil SMBHs in the Milky Way Halo
Bellovary, J.M., Governato, F., & Quinn, T.R., 2010, IAUS, 267, 196

Proceeding: The Distribution of Black Holes in Galaxy Halos
Bellovary, J.M., 2009, The Monster’s Fiery Breath: Feedback in Galaxies, Groups, and Clusters

Poster: Dust Emission and Radio Loudness in PG Quasars
Meyer, J.M., Ogle, P.M., Antonucci, R., Leipski, C., Whysong, D. , 2008, AAS Meeting 211,
45.09

Proceeding: The Role of the Radial Orbit Instability in Dark Matter Halo For-
mation and Structure
Meyer, J.M., Dalcanton, J. J., Austin, C. G., Barnes, E. I., Williams, L. R., Babul, A. 2007,
IAUS, 235, 124

Poster: Dissecting the Milky Way with SDSS III: The properties of interstellar
dust
Meyer, J.M., et al. 2005, AAS Meeting 207, 131.01

Oral: Optical Spectropolarimetry of MWC349
Meyer, J.M., Nordsieck, K.H., and Strelnitski, V. 2000, AAS Meeting 197, 91.03
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References Professor Kelly Holley-Bockelmann
Department of Physics &Astronomy
Vanderbilt University
Nashville, TN 37235
(615) 343-2153
k.holley@vanderbilt.edu

Professor Marta Volonteri
Institut d’Astrophysique de Paris
75014 Paris France
martav@iap.fr

Professor Fabio Governato
Department of Astronomy
University of Washington
Seattle, WA 98195-1580
(206) 543-2604
fabio@astro.washington.edu

Professor Keivan Stassun
Department of Physics &Astronomy
Vanderbilt University
Nashville, TN 37235
(615) 322-2828
keivan.stassun@vanderbilt.edu

Dr. Michael LoPresto
Department of Physics
Henry Ford Community College
Dearborn, MI 48128
(313) 845-9722
lopresto@umich.edu


